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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 18, 2013

Â 

USA Men bounce back with two wins to close out pool play at ISGU International

ORLANDO, Fla. â€“ The USA Menâ€™s National Fast Pitch Team found themselves down 0-1 in pool play to begin the day but were able to come out on top in both sets of their Friday doubleheader to improve to 2-1 entering Saturdayâ€™s bracketed portion of the tournament the Amateur Softball Association (ASA) of America and USA Softball announced today. In their first game of the day, the Americans needed two runs in the final half inning to get the win over the Padres while game number two, a 12-0 run-rule of the Bravos, was never in doubt.

Â 

â€œWe played better today,â€� said USA Head Coach Pete Turner. â€œWeâ€™re now three games in and weâ€™re doing what we need to do. Weâ€™re improving with each outing. Our guys know that our ultimate goal is in New Zealand at the World Championships and we just have to keep improving with every game we play.â€�

Â 

USA 3, Padres 2

Â 

In their first game of the day, the Americans found themselves trailing by two after the opening half inning. Josh Johnson (Brooklyn, Wis.) got the start in the circle and struggled early as he allowed two singles followed by a two-run triple in the Padres first at-bat. Team USA responded however, in the bottom half of the inning when Chase Turner (San Jose, Calif.) singled and eventually scored when Frank DeGroat Jr. (Ringwood, N.J.) grounded into a fielderâ€™s choice. At the end of the first inning the Padres held a 2-1 lead.

Â 

The scoring slowed as Johnson retired six of the next seven batters he faced. Neither team added runs in the second and third innings and with the time limit approaching they entered the fourth still with a 2-1 score.

Â 

The Padres picked up their fifth hit of the game with one down in the top of the inning but Johnson struck out his third batter of the game and then got the next batter to ground out ending the at-bat.

Â 

In what proved to be their last shot of the game, due to the one hour and 30 minute time limit, the Americans need one run to guarantee a tie and two for the win. Trevor Kelly (Marshall, Mich.) reached on a walk and two batters later, with the Padres only needing one out for the win, Jaime Cruz Garcia Jr. (Kansas City, KS) grounded back to the pitcher but a throwing error sent the ball sailing over the first basemanâ€™s head and brought Kelly around from second to score the tying run.

Â 

With the game tied, Garcia Jr. then reached second on a wild pitch. A walk gave Team USA runners at first and second with Turner returning to the plate. The left-hander battled but found himself trailing in the count. With two strikes he swung and missed but the Padres catcher dropped the ball and Turner took off for first. A blotched attempt to throw him out was just enough to bring Garcia Jr. around from second for the go-ahead run sealing the win for the Americans. 
 â€œItâ€™s not every day that you get a walk-off on a dropped third strike but weâ€™ll definitely take it,â€� said Turner.

Â 

USA 12, Bravos 0

Â 

Team USA started their second game of the day with the bats first and quickly capitalized on the opportunity to take an early lead. Two hits and two Bravos errors allowed the Americans to bat around their lineup in the first inning and put five runs on the board. Gerald Muizelaar (Grand Forks, N.D.) got his first start in the circle for the Red, White and Blue and made it a good one. The right hander pitched four innings striking out four batters while not surrendering a single hit. He retired the first nine batters he faced before allowing two walks in the fourth and final inning.

Â 

â€œIt felt really good to get the start and throw well,â€� said Muizelaar. â€œMy teammates really backed me up today. I just threw the ball and they made plays in the field to get outs.â€�

Â 

Team USA picked up a sixth run in the second and three more in both the third and fourth innings to finish with a 12-0 advantage. In all, the Bravos allowed nine USA hits and committed two fielding errors. Dave Lohman (Lindenhurst, N.Y.) lead the way offensively for the USA going 2-for-2 with a single and an inside the park homerun. The lefty also drew a walk and ultimately scored three of the teamâ€™s 12 runs.

Â 

With pool play continuing through the evening, Team USA now must wait to find out their seed in Saturdayâ€™s single-elimination bracket portion of the tournament. Visit www.USAsoftball.com to find out when the Americans will play and see live stats and photos from all of the teamâ€™s games at the ISGU International Tournament.

Â 

About ASA The Amateur Softball Association, founded in 1933, is the National Governing Body of softball in the United States and a member of the United States Olympic Committee. The ASA has become one of the nationâ€™s largest sports organizations and now sanctions competition in every state through a network of 76 local associations. The ASA has grown from a few hundred teams in the early days to over 200,000 teams today, representing a membership of more than three million. For more information on the ASA, visit http://www.asasoftball.com/. Â  About USA Softball USA Softball is the brand created, operated and owned by the ASA that links the USA Menâ€™s, Womenâ€™s, Junior Boysâ€™ and Junior Girlsâ€™ National Team programs together. USA Softball is responsible for training, equipping and promoting these four National Teams to compete in international and domestic competitions. The USA Softball Womenâ€™s National Team is one of only two womenâ€™s sports involved in the Olympic movement to capture three consecutive gold medals at the Olympic Games since 1996. The U.S. women have also won nine World Championship titles as well as claimed six World Cup of Softball titles. For more information about USA Softball, please visit http://www.usasoftball.com/.

Â 

Â USA VS Bravos

Â  USA Vs Padres 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------- Steven Embree | ASA/USA Softball

Assistant Director of Marketing and Communications 2801 NE 50th | Oklahoma City, OK 73111 Work: 405-425-3422 | Cell: 405-207-1004 E-mail: sembree@softball.org | Web: www.usasoftball.com
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